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Species Profile 
Powerful Owl 
Ninox Strenua

Conservation status: the powerful Owl does not seem to be 
listed in commonwealth legislation however they are listed as 
Vulnerable in Queensland and New South Wales, threatened in 
Victoria and endangered in South Australia 

At  606-650mm in length. The Powerful Owl is the largest 
Australian Owl 

A pair will occupy a huge home Range of 800-1000 
hectares. 

Breeding season is from May to October. 
During the day a pair will roost close together but not 

necessarily in the same tree. 
Hollows are used for nesting and brooding only. 
Diet consists of birds and small mammals up to the size of a 

brushtail possum. Although smaller prey is more common such 
as gliders and ringtail possums.  Each owl needs to eat the 
equivalent of a large possum every 2-3 days to survive.  

Their call is a mournful Whoo Hoo or what could be called a 
typical Owl call. 

The nest hole for the powerful owl is usually in a very large 
old tree, they are doubly dependent on tree hollows because 
they use them for breading and their major food source 
(possums & gliders) are also dependent on them. As a top 
order predator they are an essential part of eco systems. Also 
as a top order predator there are not very many of them in any 
one area so it is of utmost importance that we protect their 
habitat. As far as I can !nd out there is only one instance of a 
pair of Powerful owls using an arti!cial hollow; McNabb, E & 
Greenwood, J. June 2011. A Powerful Owl Disperses into 
Town and Uses an Arti!cial Nest-box. AUSTRALIAN Field 
Ornithology 2011, 28, 65–75. 
In this instance the Owls were heard calling to each other and 
observed mating, one of the owls was then observed trying to 
make an existing hollow larger. In the area there existed a 
high density of ringtail possums and a small colony of grey 
headed "ying foxes.  Large nest boxes were placed close to the 
areas where the birds had been observed, two in exotic trees 
and one in a native tree. While the owls showed some interest 
in the nest boxes in the !rst breeding season they did not rear 
any young. In the second breeding season however two eggs 

were laid and subsequently one chick "edged. All three boxes 
were inspected 5 months after the chick "edged the other two 
boxes were found to contain a Common brushtail possums in 
one and two ring tail possums in the other.  The female Owl 
was  found dead 100meters from the nest site several months 
later so it is not known if this pair would have continued to use 
the arti!cial hollow in subsequent breeding seasons. 
There is a worrying trend for large nest boxes at the present 
time,  although the large boxes will almost certainly get used, 
they will probably not get used by species such as powerful 
owls. The largest nest box that we ever put up on a tree was 
made out of an old shipping crate for car parts it was so large 
and heavy that we had to hoist it into the tree using pulleys and 
a tractor, this box was home to an owlet night jar for several 
years, a bird that is just 210cm in length including their 

substantial tail feathers. The large box  can be seen in the 
photograph below prior to installation . It is the box in the 
background.

There  are many native animals that will readily  take to nest 
boxes and for these species installing nest boxes can be a 
valuable tool in the endeavor to rehabilitate ecosystems, 
especially in areas where the trees are not old enough to have 
formed hollows. However  Powerful owls may not be one of 
these species.
If  anyone does has any information on Powerful Owls nesting 
in arti!cial hollows we would be very interested to hear about 

it. 
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Introducing the New Barn Owl Box Design 
In a break from our usual box development process our new barn owl 
box is based on successful nest boxes used by this species in the 
Northern Hemisphere. Naturalist Colin Franks  sent us diagrams and 
sketches of an extremely successful nest box that he built so we have 
decided that as the species Tyto Alba is the same species as in The 
UK we would trial the same box type, our previous barn owl box 
design did not have the platform on the front . 

Sketch of Barn Owls with nest box by Colin Franks, Thirsk, U.K.

Queensland Museum Network Field Guide to Queensland Fauna App

This is a great app for your smart phone or tablet ,it holds over 560 species and is easy to use and 
contains interesting facts on each species and their habitat and it is free, you can find it on the 
Queensland Museum website ( link below ) or from the piece of fruit with the bite out of it App store

http://www.network.qm.qld.gov.au/Learning+Resources/Apps/QMN+Field+Guide+to+Queensland+Fauna+App

Meet Quintin: 

Quintin is one of our most seasoned workers, he worked for 
Hollow Log Homes on a casual basis for a number of years 
while he completed his studies. In April this year he took up  our 
offer of full time work.  Quintin  has a key role in the new 
workshop,   as well as support roles out in the field installing 
and monitoring boxes, he is also hoping to take a more active 
role in the day to day running of the business and recording of 
data. Quintin has previously worked  as an  Audio visual  
engineer  and also in build design so he brings some fresh new 
ideas along with him, he is also really interested in new 
technologies and how they fit into the running of a small 
environmental business.   

Interesting Web sites & Apps  
http://www.palmoilinvestigations.org/

Palm Oil Investigators are about to launch their new app that will help you make informed choices in the supermarket about purchases containing palm oil, there 
are over 200 different names for palm oil. Palm oil is linked to illegal logging and habitat destruction. Much of the timber produced from illegal logging goes into 
plywood production which is why it is so important to make sure that all plywood has chain of custodianship and forest stewardship or similar reliable 
certifications.  
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