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Profile 

Feathertail Glider
Acrobates pygmaeus

The scienti!c name Acrobates pygmaeus means Pygmy 
acrobat. Other common names for the Feathertail glider 
include, Pygmy Glider,Flying mouse and Pygmy Phalanger. 
The term phalanger refers to the fused second and third digits 
on the hind feet, a characteristic found in all species of 
marsupial gliders. The Feathertail glider is unusual in having 
an extra pad on the sole of its foot which, together with other 
details of its foot structure, allow it to scamper over vertical 
surfaces - even panes of glass.

The Feathertail glider is the smallest species of gliding 
possums with a distinctive ‘pen-quill-like’ tail (a feature found 
in no other Australian mammal). They are mouse sized with a 
body length of 80mm, tail length of 80mm, roughly 10g in 
weight and have a grey-brown back with a white belly.

The conservation status of the Feathertail glider appears to be 
common and widespread, although it can be very dif!cult to 
detect by conventional !eld survey methods such as 
spotlighting. They have droppings like House Mouse scats 
(5mm long by 2mm wide) but pointed at both ends. 

Feathertail gliders can be found throughout eastern Australia 
from south Australia, Victoria, New South Wales and far 
North Queensland. They occur in a wide range of habitats from 

tall, dense eucalypt forests to open woodlands, even in city 
suburbs, parks and gardens. Strictly nocturnal, Feathertail 
gliders forage for nectar, sap, "owers, leaves and small 
insects. Like most native Australian wildlife, Feathertail 
gliders are vulnerable to night-prowling cats while feeding on 
small insects in shrubbery.

These tiny gliders live in family groups typically made up of a 
mated pair with one or two litters of young. A single nest can 
contain a dozen or more individuals but three or four is more 
common. Mothers will carry the infants in their pouches for 
about 60 days after which their weight begins to impede the 
mothers gliding abilities so they are left in the nest. They build 
a drey much like the Ringtail Possums but on a much smaller 
scale. This can be built in any available cavity such as in 
eucalypt trees but sites vary: they have been found for 
example, snuggled up in plastic bags used to cover bananas, 
deserted birds nests, letter boxes and even electricity meter 
boxes. In arti!cial hollows they seem to favor a wedged-
shaped box design with a bottom entry, like our Feathertail 
Glider box design below. 

Further Reading:
• Wildlife of Greater Brisbane, Queensland Museum 1995

• Lindsey, T green guide Mammals of Australia, 
    New Holland Publishers, Sydney 1998

• Lindenmayer, D Gliders of Australia a natural history, 
    University of NSW 2002

Photo: Feathertail Glider box designed by 
Hollow Log Homes. 

Photo: Feathertail Gliders sharing a 
HLH box with mud wasps, Alan Franks  
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Meet AJ.
Anthony is our newest member at Hollow Log Homes. AJ has known the HLH team for many years and 
in November 2014 AJ took up our offer of full time work. He works along side Quintin in the workshop, 
as well as support roles out in the !eld installing and monitoring boxes. His favorite part about working 
with HLH is the monitoring of nest boxes. Already this year AJ has been involved with the installation of 
over 500 nest boxes and the monitoring of another 220. He’s quickly become a valued member of the 
HLH team.

Interesting Websites & Apps

The Michael Morcombe and David Stewart eGuide to the Birds of Australia App
By mydigitalearth.com

Description
The foremost !eld guide to Australian birds is now available on the iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad and Android 
devices with a comprehensive collection of bird calls.

Michael Morcombe’s Field Guide to Australian Birds has been called the most comprehensive !eld guide to Australian birds in 
the market today and now it is perfectly complimented by the eGuide which features:

● Over 3000 hi-res bird images covering over 790 bird species.

● Most bird species have a detailed distribution map showing any subspecies that occur.

● Detailed text descriptions of almost all bird species including songs and calls, measurements and breeding behavior.

● Over 1800 carefully-selected and edited sound recordings for over 600 species. Many species are represented with multiple 
call examples showing the full range of vocalizations

From 2003 - 2013 Hollow Log Homes worked on a joint venture with the EPA on a research project funded by the Gladstone Area 
Water Board as an offset to the raising of the the Awonga Dam. Below is an Abstract of the paper we co-authored:

Nest boxes in planted and regrowth Forest Red-gum (Eucalyptus tereticornis Sm.) ecosystems.!
Geoffrey C. Smith, Luke D. Hogan, Alan Franks, Stacey Franks

Ecological Management & Restoration 05/2015; 16(2). DOI: 10.1111/emr.12156 

ABSTRACT: Nest boxes were deployed in planted and regrowth areas in association with a revegetation project to restore Forest 
Red-gum (Eucalyptus tereticornis) ecosystems on abandoned former agricultural land. A year after revegetation began, 36 boxes 
were installed in each of the planted and regrowth areas in 2003, and these were monitored to 2013. Sixteen vertebrate species 
utilized boxes, which included breeding by four species and two species that were not detected by other survey methods. More boxes 
were used by fauna in the planting compared to regrowth in all but one audit. Signi!cantly, more boxes were used by reptiles in 
regrowth than planting, but signi!cantly more by birds in planting than regrowth. Nearly 90 per cent of boxes remained intact over 
the 10-year period. While the study's capacity to attribute results to habitat types was limited, the results do add weight to the 
possibility that nest boxes made of good quality materials can provide valuable habitat for a wide range of species during the early 
recovery phase of reforestation projects.

Nest boxes in planted and regrowth Forest Red-gum 
(Eucalyptus tereticornis Sm.) ecosystems

COMING SOON!!!
In late September 2015 we will be releasing a 

new range of nest boxes with a life span of 30-40 
years. Watch this space for more details!!!


