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Welcome to 
our 

eNewsletter
 Welcome to the first edition of our 
quarterly newsletter. After 12 years of 
research and supplying high quality 
nesting boxes to the private and public 
sector we feel we are finally getting 
somewhere in the understanding of the 
needs of our valuable hollow dependant 
fauna.

At Hollow Log Homes we can say 
without a doubt our nest boxes will last 
upwards of 10 years out in the sometimes 
harsh elements of the Australian 
environment.  Many of the nest boxes we 
installed early in 1999 are still going 
strong. Minor repairs and maintenance 
has extended the life of boxes and lead to 
a very successful program. A few that 
have succumbed to termites have been 
transformed by kookaburras which have 
hollowed out the termite mound and the 
nest chamber.
Over the past 11 years we have 
continually strived to improved the 
quality of the materials used and tweaked 
our designs to make them more efficient 
and cost effective. When we started out 
there was very little literature on nest 
boxes for Australian fauna so much of 
what we have developed has been by trial 

and error. This ground level research has 
established Hollow Log Homes as an 
industry leader, with much of our data 
and evidence being utilised in multiple 
ways across the environmental sector. As 
a l w a y s o u r q u e s t i s t o b e a s 
environmental accountable as possible 
which has led us on a search for materials 
t h a t a r e b o t h e t h i c a l l y a n d 
environmentally responsible. Some of the 
manufacturing changes and innovations 
in design and materials have been; the 
use of stainless steel hinges on all boxes 
with opening lids, the use of metal casing 
bead on the edges of lids where parrots 
are most likely to chew, the use of natural 
timber treatment to seal the outside of 
boxes, and the replacement of hardwood 
flitches with Cyprus. Design innovations 
have included the development of the 
“Habisure System” for installing boxes in 
trees, the development of the hanging 
box for micro bats which “literally” 
turned bat boxes upside down, the 
development of the rear entry glider box, 
and the removal of the perch from the 
front of bird boxes. Persistence and a 
drive to improve success rates have seen 
Hollow Log Homes strive to perfect the 
Pardalote box (it took us 6 years to get 
Pardalotes to nest in a box).
Our research has also been able to 
provide valuable evidence. The “Myna 
Baffle‟ does not work, we have trailed 
t h e M y n a h B a f f l e i n s e v e r a l 
configurations and have come to the 
conclusion that in areas where Common 
Myna birds (Acridotheres tristis) occur, 
exclusion is the only way to keep them 

from breeding. There are many boxes in 
our range that this species will not use 
and we recommend that these are used in 
areas where Common Myna occur.
Carpet under the lids of boxes to deter 
European bees is another design concept 
we have evidenced does not work. Again 
it is a matter of the correct placement of 
boxes and box selection that has proven 
to be more effective. Additional 
information on these and more topics can 
be found on our web site.
http;//www.hollowloghomes.com

SOME HOLLOW 
LOG HOMES 
STATISTICS

Hollow Log Homes, nest boxes for 
wildlife since 1999, 

TOTAL NUMBER 
of nest boxes to date: 14517
Total number of boxes audited from 
2001-August 2011: 4309. 
Average habitation rate across all audited 
boxes from 2001 to present 75.6%
2010 Number of sites audited 26 
Number of nest boxes across all sites 555 
Habitation rate across all sites 78.5%
2011 to date 10 sites audited 
Number of nest boxes across all sites 329 
Average habitation rate across all sites 
67.1%
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Number of boxes since April 1999: 14517

Nest Box Audits 

What they entail; Nest box 
audits are an essential part 
of Hollow Log Homes , also 
one of the more enjoyable 
aspects of the buisness.  

Usefull Links

Websites that we think are of interest, 
in this issue we have chosen; FSC, The 
Good Wood Guide, Australian 
Museum, Queensland Glider Network 
and Mens Sheds  

Welcome to our eNewsletter 
A breif overview, 12 years of 
reaserch and development 
mean that when Hollow Log 
Homes name a nest box it 
means that that species is 
recorded using that type of box.   
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Species Profile

Pale Headed Rosella 

In each issue we will prfile a hollow dependant 
species. As one of our mantras is keeping 
common species common we have chosen the 
Pale Headed Rosella as our first species profile 
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Usefull Links
Forest Stewardship Counci;

 http://www.fscaustralia.org

Good Wood Guide;

 http://goodwoodguide.org.au

Australian Museum;

 http://australianmuseum.net.au/animals

Queensland Glider Network;
http://www.wildlife.org.au/projects/gliders/
Mens Sheds;
http://www.mensheds.com.au/

FSC & Good wood Guide 

The Forest Stewardship Council and the 
Good wood Guide are good starting points in 
the research for sustainable timber products. 
Timber suppliers should be able to offer a 
chain of custodianship on all timber, be it 
plywood or other timber products. This is 
essential especially in the case of plywood as 
all the timber in the layers needs to be 
properly accounted for. 
Australian Museum
The Australian Museums website is one we 
recommend when people are looking to find 
what species are in the area, it is a user 
friendly guide to most species and their 
habitats across Australia. 
Queensland Glider Network 
The Queensland Glider Network is doing 
invaluable work on all species of gliders but 
espec ia l ly the cr i t ica l ly endangered 
Mahogany Glider.  After Cyclone Yasi HLH 
donated ten nest boxes suitable for this 
species to the Glider network working out of 
Ingham in far north Queensland. 
Mens Sheds 
Hollow Log Homes are proud to support the 
Menʼs Sheds movement by way of supplying 
copies of our book “Nest  Boxes for Wildlife. A 
Practical Guide”  to many of the groups free 
of charge.

Untill Next Season 

The Hollow Log Homes Team

Alan, Stacey, Carey, Quintin, Ian & Tanis

Nest Box Audits 
Conducting a nest box audit is probably one 
of the more pleasant parts of our business. 
Most of the sites we audit are in fairly well 
established bushland areas and what better 
way to spend a day or so than wondering 
around the bush looking for native animals. 
That aside, there is a serious part to the box 
audits. It is how we gather the information 
and research to make sure that our nest boxes 
are:
A. Being used by native fauna B. The 
materials are able to withstand the elements 
year in and year out C. The appropriate 
number and type of boxes are installed at 
each site
Auditing of a nest box site is a two part 
project; the first part is to catalogue the 
boxes onsite and to record any observations 
such as species present, signs of use by 
species not present, condition of box, state of 
habisure wire. All boxes are given a GPS co-
ordinate at time of installation so that records 
can be kept regarding each individual box as 
well as overall site records. Photos are taken 
inside the boxes for later analysis (if animals 
are present photos are only taken if they are 
in calm state and not likely to be scared from 
the box.) The second part of the audit 
consists of cataloguing the data and 
analysing it. If previous audits have been 
done on the site we can look at the 
movement of animals around the site.  For 
example, Squirrel Gliders (Petaurus 
norfolcensis) will use up to five nest holes 
within their home range; they will also come 
together in larger groups at certain times of 
the year and break into small groups at other 
times. Recording the use of the boxes by 
glider colonies is an effective non intrusive 
way of monitoring glider populations and 
their movements. This information has 
proved invaluable for planning more in-
depth studies into glider populations. Once 
the data has been analysed and compiled into 
a report, it is then printed and transferred to 
CD along with any photos taken. A copy of 
this is sent to the relevant authority, we also 
keep a hard copy on file as well as an 
electronic copy. Our very first audits carried 
out in 2001, two years after we started the 
business. Since then we have looked in 4309 
nest boxes across 80 different sites.  From 
Newcastle in New South Wales to 

Cal l iopy in Queensland. For more 
information on nest box audits please contact 
us via email or phone.

Species Profile 
Pale Headed Rosella 
Platycercus adscitus

Nest box types used by this species; 
Small Parrot 50%, 
Possum 18%, 
Owl 11%, 
Dollar bird 7%, 
Owlet Night Jar 7%, 
King Parrot 4%, 
Rear entry possum 3%

With the onset of the spring rain these seed 
eaters will start looking for nest holes. They 
are quite shy birds however when it comes to 
nesting they are not all that fussy. Many have 
been recorded nesting in old fence
posts and looking in places like chimneys 
and downpipes for suitable nest holes. Their 
eggs are, as with most Australian hollow 
nesting birds, bright white and they will 
often lay up to 6 or more.  With all these 
hungry mouths to feed it is no wonder that 
there are often fatalities in the nest hole. It is 
not uncommon to find the remains of a quite 
well developed chick in a nest box after the 
rest of the clutch have fledged. Nest boxes 
do not need to be placed particularly high for 
this species, two or three metres is sufficient 
for them to nest. At Hollow Log Homes we 
have had them use boxes at eye height, 
however they do like to be in a quite area. If 
you look closely at the photo on the left you 
will see a naked tree frog (Littoria rubella) 
sitting on the back of the Rosella chick. It is 
not uncommon to find species coexisting in 
nest holes, especially frogs.
The above centre photo is taken of a Hollow 
Log Homes box back in the days when we 
use to put perches on the front of the boxes. 
We no longer do this for two reasons; firstly 
the
perch is a weak point in the design and will 
often fall off after 4 or 5 years, secondly we 
have found that the perch makes no 
difference to the habitation rate of the boxes. 
We have observed that if birds do not have 
the perch to sit on they will perch on an 
adjacent branch or
the lid of the box.


